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SIR, 


N obedience to your Commands, I here ſend you a ſhort Account of Dr. Hicks's Book, now 
in the Preſs at Oxford; 


The Title of it is, 


Linguarum veterum Septentrionalium Theſaurus Grammatico-criticus @® Archeolo- 
gicus. Accedit de Linguarum veterum Septentrionalium uſu Diſſertatio: Et 
Catalogus librorum weterum Septentrionalium, tam eorum qui excuſi ſunt, quam 
qui in membranis ſcripti nondum edyntur, quam fieri licuit, locupletiſſimus. 


The Book is Printed in a large Folzo, upon very good Paper, and according to its Title, 
it con{fs of three Parts, 1. the Grammaticals, which contain iv Grammars : One for the an- 
cient Gothick Tongue, as it was ſpoken in Mzſis, above MCCC Years ago. Another of the 
Engliſh-Saxon, which deſcended from that ancient Gorhick Tongue. A third, of the ancient 
German, or Teutonick Tongue, as it was ſpoken uv DCCCC Years ago, and for which the Emperor 
Carolus Magnw, the greateſt Scholar, as well as Soldier of his time, -did not think it below 
his Imperial Majeſty, to make a Grammar with his own Hand, The fourth, is a Grammar 
of the old Scandian, Cimbrick, or Iflandick Language, ſpoken by our old Maſters the Danes, who 
changed the Erngliſh-Sexon into a Dialec, which the Author calls, the Da#o-Saxonick, or Daniſb- 
Szx0n Tongue. "Ihe two firſt Grammars are framed into one, becauſe of the near alliance of thoſe 
two Languages, which much illuſtrate each other. And this Grammar is in effe&t, an Account of 
the Original, and Progreſs of the Exgliſh Tongue, from the ancient Gorhick, to the Engliſh-Saxon, 
from thence to the Dano-Saxontick, from thence to the Norman-Saxon, or Anglo-Normanick 
Tongue: Of all theſe Dialects, the Author gives a clear Account, as alſo of the Exgliſh-Saxox 
Poetry, and of its degenerating into Rzme, occalion'd by the corruption of the more pure Exg- 
liſþ-Saxon Tongue. In this Grammar allo are very many Saxoz Originals tranſlated into Latiy, 
which were never before Printed, with many char cable Sculptures, of which ſome may be 
ſeen in a Copy of the Book, at Mr. Kebles the Rpokieller, at the Tarks-head in Fleerftreer., In 
the other two Grammars are many Curioſities, too numerous to be deſcribed here, and in the 
laſt of them many Leaves of coſtly Sculpture, whereof ſome are to be ſeen in the foreſaid Co- 
py of the Book. Theſe Grammars are full of Oþſervations, and Marginal Notes, which not 
only illuſtrate the Antiquities of our Sax Anceſters, but ſhew the true Cauſes, and Originals 
of our own, and all the Languages of the Nortli parts of Exrope, as well as of a great part of 
the French, Italian, and Spaniſh Tongues. 

In the ſecond Part, concerning the ule of the old Septentrional Languages, are many Diſcourſes 
of the Saxoz Antiquities, in which are many As, and Records of their Courts of Jadicatare ; 
Wills and Teftaments ; Contracts of Bargain and Sale ; Forms of Maenumiſſion of their Villanes, 
or Predial Slaves __ Charters, never before Printed, the greateſt part of which are tranſla- 
ted into Latin, with lome Sculptures, and particular Diſquiſitions ; as of the Original of the 
Court of Chancery ; of the manner of making Wifs, and the Probat of them among the Saxoxs ; 
of their Doxations, and Copveyances ; and a Diſcourſe of the Saxoz, and Norman Charters, ſhew- 
ing the difference between them, and how true,are to be diſtinguiſhed from falſe Charters ; 
with Plarforms of Diſcourſes upon many other curious, and uſetul SubjeAs, not yet written 
upon ; of which the Author ſhews none can write well, but thoſe, who are very well skill'd in the 
old Septentrional Languages. In this Part there will alſo be a Series of all the Saxon-Coyns in Sculp- 
ture, with Explications; with a curious Saxox-Homilie, Preached by a Biſhop on a Day of 
publick Faſting, and Penitence ; and an Accountof the burial Places of _ oft tamoys Saxon 
Saints, tranſlated into Latin, never before Printeq; and a fragment of tory in the ancient 
Scandian Language, written in Ruxick CharaQters} but Printed in Ranick and common Letters, 
with a Latin Tranſlation. | 

The Catalogue of the old Septextrioval MSS.| which makes the third Part, is an Hiſtorical, 
and Comparative Catologue, in which is Printed the beginning, and ending of every MS. that 
the curious Reader may know whether MSS. which have the ſame Title, are the ſame, or dit- 
ferent Books. Imperfect MSS. are allo noted, as thoſe likewiſe, whoſe Leaves are miſplaced 
by the Binder ; and if imperfect MSS. of one Place, or Library may be ſupplied by morepertect 
Copies in another, that alſo is noted. Several Sheets of this Catalogue are already Printed 
in the above-mention'd Copy at Mr Keb/es, to which I refer you, and your Friends, who are 
Lovers of Antiquity. As to your two Queſtions, How much of this Work is Printed? and, Of 
how many Sheets it will conſiſt? I anſwer to the firſt, That there are almoſt CXL Sheets 
Printed off; and the Authorp, thinks it will be a Book of CC, or CCXX Sheets. ATT 
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£140 The Bookſellers, whom the dearneſs of Paper obligeth to Print no Books, but of quick and 
20G common Sale at home, having refuſed to e the Impreſſion of this great Work ; the 
Author hath adventur'd to undertake it himſelf, upon the encouragement of many Learned 
Gentlemen, eſpecially among the Learned Clergy, who, in many parts of the Kingdom, have 
generouſly contributed towards the Printing thereof. It is hoped, that Learned- Gentlemen, 
and Patrons of Learning of other Ranks and Profeſſions, will likewiſe contribute to the Im- 
preſſion of it ; which, as you may perceive by the ſhort, and I aſſure you but imperfet Account I 
have briefly given of it, as well as by the Titles of its Indexes, which follow, will be of great 
uſe tothe Republick of Learning; and for the Credit and Honour of our County, to have a 
Book Printed in it, which lays open ſo many ancient Languages, and illuſtrates the Laws 
and- Cuſtoms of thoſe Countries where they were ſpoken, and moſt eſpecially thoſe of our 
own, and which muſt bring the Students of the Seprentrional Literature in all Nations, to a 
more eaſie and advantgeous correſpondence in their Studies, 


mn T. Index Vocgm, que antea aut non onenino, aut male « Lexico-graphis, & Gloſſo-graphic explicate, 
4 ſuis originibus derivate, rette explicantar. 


II. Index Rerum, ſpeciatim Anglo-Saxonicarum, Dano-Saxonicarum, Normanno-Saxonicarum, 
Fravcicarum, & Scano-Gothicarum, que antea non edite, nunc primum excuduntar. 


III. Index MSS. que fere omnia nondum citata, in hoc opore citantar. 


IV. Index  Operum, & Auttorum, & aliorum CL. wirorum, qui citantur, & honorifice no- 
mMInantay. 


V. Index eorum, que eric tabellis inciſa, tantam non omnia jam primum in hos opere impri- 
muntur. | 


SIR, 


Zan. the 22d, 


1700, 


I am your humble Servanr, 
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